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Bangalore today is fast growing city in the world 
exceeding more than 6 million population and a 
huge floating population coming from different 
parts of the state and India in search of jobs and 
livelihood options.  

The infrastructure boom has created both a scare  
and a nightmare for the Pedestrians, Cyclists  as 
well as the Motorists.  

In this paper my emphasis is on making 
Bangalore city as a livable city where ordinary 
people, not just the rich, enjoy living in the city. 



European countries like Sweden do not like to 
build big cities, but they want the towns to come 
up  instead of Mega Cities with all the attendant 
problems of transport and traffic.  Swedes want a 
Healed Town - a town for everyone.  

Cities can not be harmonious for all unless they 
adopt what the Norwegian Government calls the 
Universal Design Principle (UDP).

UDP is the design of products and environment to 
be usable by all people without the need for 
adaptation or specialized designs. 



Bangalore with 88% of its population living in 
urban areas is most urbanized district and 
accounts for 13% of the urban population of the 
state.

Over the last decade Bangalore has become a 
international Information Technology city and the 
major IT companies like Microsoft, Google, 
Infosys and Wipro are driving the talent market in 
the country.  

The city  also has huge infrastructure problem 
because of the four wheelers, two wheelers. 



The city has no Mayor for the last 5 years and the 
urban policy of the Government of Karnataka 
makes a strong case for direct election of the 
Mayor to the City Hall and to manage  as many 
as 120 wards, each ward selecting its own 
Councilor to represent the ward.

Bangalore badly needs a Mayor like Mayor of 
Curitiba and also a strong urban governance 
institute like the one in Curitiba.





The major problem of the city is infrastructure as 
you can see. There is a problem of urban land 
availability, housing and slums, sanitation, storm 
water drainage, solid waste management and the 
list goes on.   All these can be solved only by  
strong city governance structure.

Despite the 74th Indian constitutional amendment, 
the city government has not emerged strong as 
yet.



There are many parallel parastatal bodies like Bangalore 
Water Supply and Sewage Board (BWSSB), Bangalore 
Electricity Supply Company (BESCOM)

There are many Resident Welfare Associations (RWAs) 
and Neighborwood Associations (NAs).  These are  not 
legal entities.  There is a need to strengthen elected 
bodies like the wards and make them vibrant.  RWAs
and NAs can become part of the wards and become 
voice of the residents.

Bangalore One is a facility created by the Bangalore 
Corporation  for the benefit of the citizens to pay their 
consumer bills viz. water, electricity, telephone, property 
tax under one roof.



Bangalore One has become very popular 
among the citizens of the city and many citizens 
have taken advantage of the emerging energy 
technologies like solar heating/lighting system 
being installed in the residents of many citizens.  
The residents who installs solar systems get a 
discount 25% on the electricity bills. 

Bangalore One should also emerge as a citizen 
friendly city where the needs of the pedestrians, 
the old, the young etc., are met without the 
threat of  animals like dogs - both domestic and 
street.





Bangalore City is struggling with thousands of 
street dogs who bite the children and make them 
die.  

60 dog bites were reported on a single day in K C 
General Hospital.  

The world recently observed World Rabies Day.  
The Prime Minister of Denmark said “we do not 
want a society where you can not go walking with 
your child or puddle without risking an attack by  
dogs”.



Denmark is known for fighter dogs like Pit bull 
Terriers, Mastiffs and Rotwellers and the 
incidence of attacks on other pets and people has 
gone up.   

Denmark has a canine policy in place.

According to WHO nearly 20,000 Rabies related 
deaths occur in India annually and accounts for 
36% of global deaths.  

Dog lovers have a primary responsibility to keep 
their pets in safe custody. 



The average cost of Rabies immunization after 
suspicious animal bite is $ 40 in Africa and $ 49 
in Asia.  What might be the cost in Curitiba if at all 
there are stray dogs moving around here !

The poor and the children are the one who suffer 
from such stray dog bites.  

Bangalore Corporation has yet to evolve a clear 
cut canine policy.



Street vendors in Bangalore  are the ones who 
throw left over meat and the stray dogs are 
naturally attracted.  How can the City Corporation 
ensure not just a clean and Bangalore One but 
also a city where the stray dogs are kept away.        



THE END 


